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Secret Clip System

The Secret Clip System is a complete solution for timber cladding and 
decking installations.

Made up of grooved timber boards, coated aluminium rails with 
pre-spaced clips and a host of accessories. Combined into one 
coordinated system, all components are designed to deliver durability 
and performance aligned with the expected service life of the timber.

Millworks timber boards are firmly fastened to the clips and rails 
using a precision-shaped groove, creating a secure and reliable 
connection between the structure and the timber.

Our profiles are specifically designed to accommodate natural 
movement, while the clips allow the boards to expand and contract 
with seasonal changes, keeping the expansion gap intact at all times.

Benefits of the system
	� Hidden fixings – Clean, uninterrupted timber elevations with no 

visible fixings.

	� Perfect alignment – Pre-spaced clips ensure precise board 
placement and expansion gaps for a seamless finish.

	� Coating longevity – By fixing from the reverse, coatings remain 
intact, reducing moisture ingress and premature coating failure.

	� Rapid installation – Clip-in design reduces installation time by up  
to 50%.

	� Flexible design – Customisable system suits various board 
orientations, timber types, and architectural styles.

	� Sustainable materials – Features 100% recyclable clips and rails 
made from 80%+ recycled aluminium; timber boards are FSC® or 
PEFC™ certified.

	� Circular construction – Easily replace individual boards without 
dismantling the system; reducing waste and extending life cycle.

Note: Only Millworks clip profile timber boards should be used with 
the secret clip system.

MW7 Clip rainscreen cladding
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Applications

The secret clip system can be used in many applications.

For external and interior cladding, the rails can be attached onto 
walls, ceilings and other flat surfaces. The rail incorporates built-in 
ventilation, which can remove the need for counter battens and 
provides a fast, accurate installation with lasting durability.

For decking, the system comes with a range of height-adjustable  
and load bearing options, offering quick and stable installations 
across a variety of situations, including hard or uneven ground, and 
self-supported structures. Unlike traditional timber subframes, it is 
made from rot-proof, high-quality materials, making it perfect for 
exposed environments.

The lightweight nature of the system makes it particularly suitable 
for balconies and rooftops where weight distribution is a key factor. 
Accessories are available to support furniture and planters without 
risk of puncturing any membranes or linings. 

For open rainscreen profiles and decking, the timber boards are 
fully removable; perfect for situations where access is required for 
maintenance, concealed wiring or suspended ceilings.

The flexibility of the system means it can be fully customised to suit 
your project requirements. For bespoke designs and applications, 
please contact our team at Millworks.

Key to application icons

External cladding Interior cladding Decking

External cladding

Rooftop deck installation
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Timber species

Abodo Vulcan®

Abodo Vulcan® is a premium, thermally-modified timber that offers 
exceptional performance, durability and sustainability. Responsibly 
sourced from new-growth Radiata pine, and enhanced through a 
heat-tempering process, it delivers the performance of slow-grown 
timbers without the environmental cost.

Attributes
	� Certification: FSC®

	� Durability Class: BS EN 350-1 Class 1
	� Desired service life (BS8417): Naturally durable, 30 years
	� Warranty: 25 years against fungal decay

Applications

Appearance
The striking vertical-grain and clear-grade nature of Vulcan combined 
with its beautiful rich brown colouring, produces timber boards that 
are both refined and elegant. Its enhanced stability and reduced 
resin content make it ideal for wide board profiles and a variety of 
finishes, including protective factory coatings and surface textures, 
offering great flexibility in design.

Available profiles

Double and single grooved profiles

Finishes

MW6 Clip – 20mm x 55mm,  20mm x 118mm or 20mm x 180mm

MW8 Clip – 20mm x 138mm

MW7 Clip – 20mm x 68mm or 20mm x 130mm

MW6 Clip Mix – 20mm x 43mm, 62mm and 117mm (pattern spans 984mm)
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Accoya® Color Grey
Accoya® Color Grey is a high-performance, pre-coloured timber 
that offers an immediate, low-maintenance solution for weathered 
timber. Resistant to rot and insect attack, Accoya Color Grey has a 
lifespan of 60 years and is warranted for up to 50 years dependant on 
application.

Attributes
	� Certification: FSC®

	� Durability Class: BS EN 350-2 Class 1
	� Desired service life (BS8417): Naturally durable. 60 years
	� Warranty: 50 years above ground

Applications

Appearance
Accoya Color Grey retains the natural beauty and character of real 
wood featuring a subtle, flat-sawn grain pattern. The grain is typically 
fine and even creating a smooth surface with a muted, silver-grey 
tone that runs through the entire cross-section of the wood. With 
its pre-coloured, matte finish, Accoya Color Grey delivers the look of 
aged timber from day one.

Available profilesDouble and single grooved profiles

Decking Clip – 20mm x 118mm

Finishes

MW6 Clip – 20mm x 55mm,  20mm x 118mm

MW7 Clip – 20mm x 68mm or 20mm x 130mm

MW6 Clip Mix – 20mm x 43mm, 62mm and 117mm (pattern spans 984mm)
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Douglas Fir
Douglas Fir is an attractive and sustainable timber suitable for interior 
applications. Slow grown in The Pacific North West of Canada, 
Douglas Fir boasts the highest strength-to-weight ratio among 
softwoods, making it a stable internal timber with reliable results.

Attributes
	� Certification: PEFC™
	� Durability Class: BS EN 350-2 Class 3
	� Desired service life (BS8417): Naturally durable. 30 years

Applications

Appearance
Douglas Fir has a distinctive, tight grain pattern and warm tones 
ranging from pale cream to pinkish-brown. Its neutral tones 
complement a wide range of building materials and its light tones 
help reflect both natural and artificial light, making spaces feel 
brighter and more open.

Available profiles

MW6 Clip – 20mm x 118mm

MW6 Clip – 20mm x 55mm

Finishes

Double and single grooved profiles
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Imbue™ 
Imbue™ is a sustainable, thermally modified timber that delivers a 
clear‑grade appearance with a striking natural grain pattern. Sourced 
from FSC®‑certified Radiata Pine plantations in New Zealand, this 
rapidly renewable timber provides an environmentally responsible 
alternative to clear‑grade softwoods such as unsorted Larch.

Attributes
	� Certification: FSC®

	� Durability Class: BS EN 350-2 Class 1
	� Desired service life (BS8417): Naturally durable. 30 years
	� Warranty: 15 years against fungal decay

Applications

Appearance
Following modification, Imbue develops a rich brown colour that 
emphasises the natural grain pattern of the timber. Largely clear 
grade and consistent in colour, it is ideal for modern and traditional 
cladding. Left untreated, it will weather to a natural silver grey patina.

Available profiles

Double and single grooved profiles

Finishes

MW6 Clip – 20mm x 55mm or 20mm x 118mm

MW8 Clip – 20mm x 138mm

MW7 Clip – 20mm x 68mm or 20mm x 130mm

MW6 Clip Mix – 20mm x 43mm, 62mm and 117mm (pattern spans 984mm)

Decking Clip – 20mm x 118mm
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ThermoWood® Ash 
We source all modified Ash from carefully selected International 
ThermoWood® Association members. ThermoWood® Ash achieves a 
high durability classification after thermal treatment offering a long 
service life. The heat process improves resistance to rot, fungi, and 
decay ensuring long-lasting performance.

Attributes
	� Certification: FSC®

	� Durability Class: BS EN 350-2 Class 1
	� Desired service life (BS8417): Naturally durable. 30-60 years

Applications

Appearance
After treatment, ThermoWood® Ash takes on a consistent rich dark 
brown colour with unique hardwood grain. The thermal modification 
reduces the woods’ ability to absorb moisture, resulting in a board 
that is less prone to warping, twisting, or cupping.

Available profiles

Double and single grooved profiles

Finishes
MW6 Clip – 20mm x 55mm or 20mm x 118mm

MW8 Clip – 20mm x 138mm

MW7 Clip – 20mm x 68mm or 20mm x 130mm

Decking Clip – 20mm x 118mm

MW6 Clip Mix – 20mm x 43mm, 62mm and 117mm (pattern spans 984mm)
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ThermoWood® Pine 
A modified Redwood, sourced from carefully selected International 
ThermoWood® Association members. Thermal modification 
enhances the wood’s natural attributes resulting in a versatile timber 
that boasts impressive stability and improved durability suitable for a 
wide range applications, profiles and finishes.

Attributes
	� Certification: PEFC™
	� Durability Class: BS EN 350-2 Class 2
	� Desired service life (BS8417): Naturally durable. 30-60 years

Applications

Appearance
ThermoWood® Pine is dark brown in colour throughout, with 
recognisable round and butterfly-shaped knots. The thermal 
modification reduces the woods’ ability to absorb moisture, resulting 
in a board that is less prone to warping, twisting, or cupping.

Available profiles

Double and single grooved profiles

Finishes

MW6D Clip – 43mm x 43mm

MW6 Clip – 20mm x 55mm or 20mm x 118mm

MW8 Clip – 20mm x 138mm

MW7 Clip – 20mm x 68mm or 20mm x 130mm

Decking Clip – 20mm x 118mm

MW6 Clip Mix – 20mm x 43mm, 62mm and 117mm (pattern spans 984mm)
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Western Red Cedar
Millworks Western Red Cedar is a sustainable timber solution with 
exceptional performance. Its low density makes it a fantastic thermal 
insulator and the lightweight nature of boards means it is easy to 
install. We custom cut Western Red Cedar to grade, providing high-
end specifications.

Attributes
	� Certification: PEFC™
	� Durability Class: BS EN 350-2 Class 2
	� Desired service life (BS8417): Naturally durable. 30-60 years 

(dependant on application)

Applications

Appearance
Highly sought after for its variation in warm, rich colouring, Western 
Red Cedar ranges from pale cream to deep reddish browns offering a 
dynamic finish for both traditional and contemporary architecture.

Available profiles

Double and single grooved profiles

Finishes

MW6 Clip – 20mm x 55mm or 20mm x 118mm

MW8 Clip – 20mm x 138mm

MW7 Clip – 20mm x 68mm or 20mm x 130mm

MW6 Clip Mix – 20mm x 43mm, 62mm and 117mm (pattern spans 984mm)
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Finishes

All Millworks timber species have a durability class suitable for their 
application without the need for further finishing. However, when left 
uncoated, all timber will weather to a silver-grey patina – a normal 
part of it’s life cycle which does not compromise structural integrity 
providing the timber is correctly specified, installed and maintained.

Applying a finish to timber boards offers a number of advantages. 
Coatings serve both decorative and protective purposes, enhancing 
the appearance of timber and offering a layer of defence against 
adverse weathering and UV degradation.

In addition to a natural planed finish, Millworks offer a range of 
coatings and surface textures, that provide long-lasting colour, 
consistent weathering and enhanced grain patterns. For optimal 
performance, a surface texture is recommended prior to coating to 
allow deeper stain penetration and enhanced adhesion.

MillCoat®

A water-based wood stain system developed specifically for timber 
cladding to deliver long-lasting colour and protection. Available in a 
range of colours, it provides durable resistance against weathering 
and UV degradation.

Applied under controlled factory conditions, MillCoat ensures 
consistent coverage, uniform colour and a high-quality, durable finish. 
Designed for ease of maintenance, it’s penetrating formula means 
the stain resists peeling and flaking, meaning timber can be simply 
cleaned and re-coated when required. With regular maintenance, 
MillCoat wood stains retain their colour vibrancy and continue to 
provide a robust barrier against the effects of UV exposure.

MillProtect™
Applied as a thin, breathable coating, MillProtect™ provides an 
immediate pre-greyed finish and supports a uniform transition as the 
timber develops its own natural grey patina.

Unlike the MillCoat® system that aims to maintain a coloured 
appearance for long periods, MillProtect™ coatings can either be 
renewed through maintenance or allowed to fade as part of the 
cladding’s long-term weathered aesthetic.

Available in three shades of grey, this coating system is best suited for 
projects where a low-maintenance weathered aesthetic is desired 
from day one.

Abodo Vulcan® factory-coated with 

MillProtect™ Silver Grey

ThermoWood® Pine factory-coated with 

MillCoat® Charcoal Black
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OrganoWood®

OrganoWood® is a patented surface treatment that modifies wood at 
a molecular level to provide long-lasting resistance to moisture and 
fungal decay. When exposed to UV, the treatment helps the wood 
age uniformly, gradually transforming into a stylish, consistent silver-
grey patina.

The treatment penetrates into the timber, binding silicon compounds 
to wood fibres to create a physical surface barrier that provides 
enhanced protection. This protective shield hardens the timber, 
reducing splitting and discouraging biological surface growth.

OrganoWood® is a water-based treatment composed of organic 
silicon polymers and natural substances without toxic heavy metals 
or biocides. It contains no harmful chemicals, making it safe for the 
environment, humans and pets.

Note: This treatment is colourless and does not noticeably alter the 
colour of wood on application.

Mokuzai®

Our award winning Mokuzai® finishes are inspired by ‘Yakisugi’, a 
traditional Japanese method of wood preservation by charring with 
fire, often referred to as Shou Sugi Ban.

Our method is completely flameless and creates a hard wearing, 
high-relief texture, which is then factory coated using MillCoat® to 
enhance the distinctive finish.

A firm favourite for external and internal projects alike, our Mokuzai 
products have been created to capture the beauty of this bespoke 
finish without compromising on longevity for modern living.

Mokuzai ‘Charred’ – provides a heavy burn pattern designed to resist 
chipping or flaking.

Western Red Cedar factory-finished 

with OrganoWood® treatment

ThermoWood® Pine finished with a

Mokuzai® Charred surface texture and 

factory coated in MillCoat® Charcoal Black


